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Classes have begun for Greek School, Greek Dance, Sunday School, Playgroups and more!
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‘Cellen rom the President

Hello Kimisis Family,

It is my pleasure and honor on behalf of the Parish Council to welcome you to the start of our 2023-2024
ecclesiastical year! We pray this summer has given you time to rest and have extra time with family as
our children begin their school year.

Kimisis has welcomed new families and beautiful babies into our community over the past few months
and are excited to be a part of their lives going forward. We have another busy year ahead planned for
the children with Sunday School, Greek School, Joy and Hope, GOYA, Greek Folklore Dancing, and
Volleyball & Basketball Teams. Girl Scouts and Maids of Athena are also back in our community! We
hope your child will create lifelong Greek friendships within our faith. To participate in any of our
ministries, registration will begin on Sundays, September 10*" thru September 24 following church
services. Most registrations can also be completed online. Please do not hesitate to contact the
corresponding director, the office, or myself with any questions.

The 2023 Bayshore Greek Festival was a great success because of our adhesive community, volunteers,
generous donors, sponsors, and our festival committee! Thank you to all who participated! We are so
very blessed to have you in our Kimisis Family.

Celebrating Panagia this summer was a heartfelt two days beginning with the Great Hierarchical Vespers
on August 14 |ed by His Very Reverend Archimandrite Christoforos Oikonomidis and 14 other Reverend
Priests followed by a copious fasting reception hosted by our amazing Philotochos Society. The Feast Day
of our Lady Theotokou on August 15" was well attended, and everyone enjoyed our plentiful luncheon.
The flowers on the Epitaphio were beautiful as usual and have our donors and volunteers to thank!
Xronia Polla to Father Panagiotis and to everyone.

Please mark your calendars to join the Parish Council on:
November 4% our second Annual Dance Night in our Community Center
November 5™: Stewardship Sunday, lunch will be served
November 19%: our bi-annual General Assembly Meeting following church services

Thank you once again to everyone who has helped preserve and continue to assist in improving our

sacred Kimisis community. We are looking forward to another wonderful year together and are grateful
for our bountiful blessings.

Respectfully,

Despina “Debbie” Mattos
President, Kimisis Parish Council
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Phileploches

After closing out the summer quarter with a meaningful Panagia event
that brought neighboring priests and parishes together, the Ladies
Philoptochos chapter is looking forward to a fall quarter full of
philanthropic events with leading initiatives:

o Operation Classroom
o St. Basit & St Benedict’s partnerships

The team is also hosting community - centric events:
o Coffee Hours and Meet & Greets: September 24, October 8
o Tour of St. Nicholas Shrine — October 6

o Fall Harvest Luncheon — October 15

We welcome all of you to join!
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Sundoy Scheel

WELCOME TO KIMISIS TIS THEOTOKOU SUNDAY SCHOOL
SEPTEMBER 2023

We are looking forward to a great year in Sunday School with your
children and our wonderful teachers starting on October 1%,

Our Sunday School welcomes children of all ages from Pre-K to High School. One of the places

where children learn about our Greek Orthodox faith from a group of dedicated individuals who

look forward to seeing them each week. The teachers use many resources including our church,
Father Panagiotis’ guidance, and interactive tools all in the effort to bring our religion to life.

This year we would like to invite parent participation in our classrooms.

Please reach out to your child’s teacher to volunteer to be a reader for a day or to help with a
craft in lower grades. Older students will benefit from sharing of Greek traditions and personal
stories of familial Geek histories. We look forward to sharing our classroom resources with you

and keeping the lines of communication open. Parents and grandparents are a valuable asset to
our students and look forward to having you join in our classroom.

Divine Liturgy begins at 9:30AM and we ask that the children sit in the pews on the
left side which allows them to listen to the Holy Gospel reading, receive Holy
Communion and then attend Sunday School.

Father will attempt to offer communion to the children first, so they may get to
their respective classes quicker. **Please remind your children to state their name
clearly so Father Panagiotis can repeat it while giving them the sacrament of Holy
Communion. After receiving they should do their cross.

Your child’s grade/class is the same as their grade/class in public/private school.
Registration fees are $30.00 per student. Registration begins in September and
runs thru October.

Graduation certificates will be given to all students who have attended Sunday
School most of the year. If your child is absent and has attended another parish for
liturgy or another religious ceremony, please let their teacher know.

We kindly ask that you please send in a box of non-perishable cookie (no peanut
products please) that can be brought to class with your child. This contribution
makes our Church Coffee Hour possible. Thank you!

Thank you for your dedication to our program since we strive to support what you as parents
teach your children. Together we will help them grow into responsible young adults with their
Greek Orthodox faith to help guide them through life.

We look forward to a wonderful year with your children.

If you should have any questions, please feel free to see any of the following directors:
Nikie Sourlis (908) 610-4052 gsourlis@msn.com, Joyce Magriples (732) 772-0068
Anna Zamora (908) 715-1722, Nausica Orthodoxou (917) 733-7278 nlorthodoxou@gmail.com
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Sundoy Scheel

Dear Parents:

The Early Church Fathers, like St. Basil, St. Gregory and St. John Chrysostom, believed that the
purpose of education should be to develop the human being into a person possessing faith with
a core of values and a persistent effort to apply them in everyday life until the icon of Christ is
formed in him/her. Likewise, the classic Hellenic Fathers like Plato, Aristotle, Solon and
Socrates, agreed that the educated person has a good character, is thoughtful and inquisitive.
They spoke of the educated person as a person of self-control (sophron), justice (dikaios),
goodness (agathos), and piety (euseves aner).

They believed that the ultimate purpose of education was to form or make what they referred to
as "the good and beautiful person" (kalos k'agathos anthropos). Both the Holy Church Fathers
and the Hellenic Fathers understood that it was only by contemplation of the beautiful and the
good that a person could develop into a beautiful and good person. They also agreed that this
contemplation and effort to apply it, not only educates the soul but it also shapes the inner
person to the ideals of excellence. It was this philosophy, these educational ideals, which gave
impetus to the manifold achievements of our ancient Greek culture, effected great social
reforms during one of the most critical times in the history of Western Civilization, and enabled
Orthodox Christianity to grow and flourish.

This leads us to conclude that we too should strive to keep before us things of beauty,
goodness, and excellence, such as will inspire us to truth, wisdom, and love of God. We also
conclude that we should instill in our children the same traditions of the Orthodox Christian Faith
and Hellenic Classical wisdom.

Through Youth Ministry at Kimisis Church, we seek to provide our youth with the knowledge of
the will of God, an understanding of how to live by faith and to do good, and lead them to what
can be fashioned usefully by the soul, mind and heart throughout their lives.

OUR VISION:

Kimisis’s Sunday School and Youth Ministry Program educates our children by providing a rich
religious education’s curriculum, and offers activities based in Greek Orthodox Christian values,
while centering on a love of Christ, service to His Church, respect for all people and outreach to
those in need. Accordingly, we have set the following goals:

» To honor God and educate children in the faith.

» To guide children in development of a spiritual maturity as evidenced by
increased sacramental life.

To provide a safe and loving environment.
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Kimisis Ploygrewp

The Kimisis Playgroup is open to children from ages 0-4. Meetings
will include structured activities, storytime, singing, dancing and
unstructured playtimes. Children of all abilities are welcome, and
must have a parent, grandparent or other caregiver with them at all
times. Older siblings are welcome to join in on the fun as well.

Our hopes are that our precious children can form bonds with their
peers, setting a foundation for lifelong friendships. Additionally,
meetings give our children the opportunity to become more familiar
and comfortable inside church walls and on church grounds.

Parents and caregivers are also given an outlet to socialize with other
parents and caregivers caring for children of the same age.

Please e-mail
Vivian Silverman at vsilverman95@gmail.com
with any questions or if you are interested in joining.
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Aduventive Hene

Have a business and want
to advertise?

For information on how to place an ad

please reach out to:
Katina Hutin

c/o Kimisis tis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church
20 Hillcrest Road
Holmdel, New Jersey 07733

info@kimisis.com
732-739-1515

Call Tuesday-Thursday to speak to Katina
directly. Come to the office on Sunday after
church to speak to someone.

Email or call. We are happy to help get your
information to the parish.
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