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                                                          Church and Community 

                                    Organization Leaders 
                                       V.R. Archimandrite George Nikas 

                                               
PARISH COUNCIL                                    ORGANIZATIONS 
President                      Dimitris Geaneas                            A.H.E.P.A.                              Robert Fourniadis 

Vice President              Emanuel Tsarnas                           Acolyte Coordinator               Emanuel Tsarnas  

Secretary                      Argyrios Milonas                            Art Program                            Susan Englisis 

Treasurer                     Thomas Protentis                           Ballroom Dancing                   Sophie Idromenos 

Asst. Treasurer            James Thompson                           Bible Study                              Roula Merianos 

                                                                                              Boy Scouts / Cub Scouts        James Marinos 

 Members:   Matthew Bistrimovich                                                                                     Nick Englisis 

                      Paul Calamaras                                               Choir                                     Marie Devino 

                      Bessie Drogaris                                                Coffee Hour                           Harriet & Fred Callis 

                      Stavros Fotinos                                                Community Center Rental   Matt Bistrimovich 

                      James Marinos                                                                                                Jim Marinos 

                      Bob Bucco                                                        Festival                                   Dimitris Geaneas 

                      Basil Parlamis                                                 Girl Scouts                             Cheryl Bontales 

                      Parry Peters                                                    G.O.Y.A./Youth Advisors       Linda Antonakakis 

                      Soteris Petrou                                                                                                   Eleni Angelkos 

                      Costa Phillipou                                                                                                 Basil Kotsis 

                      Nikie Sourlis                                                                                                     Irene Sourlis 

                      Elias Tsigounis                                                                                                 

                      Roula Tsoukaris                                               Greek School                          Katina Hutin 

                                                                                                 Greek School PTO                 Katherine Gilbride 

                                                                                                 KCU Editor                           Cleo Bartos 

                                                                                                 KCU Ads                               Cleo Bartos 

                                                                                                 Kimisis Dancers                    Aphrodite  Bucco 

                                                                                                 Men’s Basketball                   Peter Kolydas 

                                                                                                 Philoptochos                          Aphrodite Bucco 

                                                                                                 Prime Timers                        Connie Mellas 

                                                                                                 Stewardship                          Helen Antholis 

                                                                                                                                                Frieda Mookas 

                                                                                                                                                Ernie Antholis 

                                                                                                 Sunday Bulletin                    Amalia Vapheas 

                                                                                                 Sunday School                       Nikie Sourlis 

                                                                                                 Tree of Life                             George Karatzia 

                                                                                                 Ways & Means                       Parry Peters 

                                                                                                 Website                                   D. Orfanitopoulos              

                                                                                                 Welcoming Committee           Helen Antholis               

                                                                                                                                                  Frieda Mookas 

                                                                                                                                                  Roula Tsoukaris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Dimitris Geaneas 
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The Blessing of our Homes at Epiphany 
 

When Thou was baptized in the Jordan, O Lord, the worship of the Trinity was made 

manifest; for the voice of the Father bare witness to Thee, calling Thee His beloved 

Son. And the Spirit in the form of a dove confirmed the certainty of the word. O 

Christ our God, Who hast appeared and hast enlightened the world, glory be to Thee. 

 
You appeared to the world today, and Your light, O Lord, has left its mark upon us. 

With fuller understanding we sing to You: "You came, You were made manifest, the 

unapproachable light." 

 

 
When Christ entered the Jordan River, he sanctified the waters and all of creation. An important sign of God’s 

sanctification of all things through the feast of Theophany is the act of blessing the homes of faithful Christians. The 

priest visits the members of the Church to pray with them in the place where they live (and work), and to bless their 

surroundings with Holy Water. He asks God to have mercy on the house, to rid it of every evil and to fill it with every 

blessing.  
  

As this custom is part of our Orthodox Tradition, if you wish to have your home blessed, please fill out the 

slip below and return it to the Church. This blessed occasion will also afford Fr. George the opportunity to meet and 

get to know better the many wonderful families that comprise are beloved Community of Kimisis Tis Theotokou. To 

prepare for the Priest’s visit to bless your home:   

 

Have a list of the Baptismal first names of those family members you wish to pray for.  

On your dining room table or family altar, place a lighted candle, an incense burner (if available), a family icon, 

and a wide bowl half full with clean water. 

Turn off all TVs, stereos, and computers and turn on the lights to all the rooms you wish to have blessed.  

When the Priest arrives, everyone in the house should gather around the table/family altar. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Please complete this form and return it to the Church Office 

AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE 

(House Blessings will begin on January 5th – You will be notified by Fr. George before he comes to bless) 

 

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ________________________________________  State: __________________ 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  By Dimitris Geaneas, President 

                                                   

Dear Stewards of Kimisis Tis Theotokou, 

I hope our Kimisis Close-Up finds you and your families well. 

 

First, I would like to thank Nikie Sourlis of our Sunday School and its Directors, Aphrodite  Bucco of Philopto-

chos/BAHA Chapter, and the Parish Council for hosting the wonderful “Welcome Luncheon “ given in honor of 

our V.R. Archimandrite George Nikas on October 20th. That was also the first Sunday officiated by Father Ni-

kas. We pray that God allows him to be with us for many Sundays and years to come.  

 

Our Youth/GOYA 

 

I am delighted to announce that registration in our GOYA for this ecclesiastical year has increased to 80 mem-

bers, which is a new record. With the great Advisors that we have (Linda Antonakakis, Basil Kotsis, Eleni An-

gelkos, Irene Sourlis) and with the guidance of Father George Nikas , I am sure that this organization will con-

tinue to grow and thrive in an environment promoting Christian values and building true character. 

 

I will also like to thank and congratulate the following four GOYA  who represented our Church  in Asbury Park 

and dived for the Holy Cross: Julianna Magriples, Melina Magriples, Michael Simon and Teddy Sourlis. Special 

congratulations  go to Michael Simon for retrieving the Holy Cross. May God bless all of you and keep you safe 

and healthy. 

 

The winners of this year’s Kimisis GOYA pageant were Nickolas Plakoudas  as Mr GOYA and Francesca Nizza 

as Ms. GOYA.  Nickolas Plakoudas went on to win  the title of Mr. GOYA NJ Metropolis. Congratulations to 

both of you and thank you for making us proud. 

 

Parish Council Elections 

 

Elections for Parish Council are to be held on Sunday, December 8th after Divine Liturgy in the Multi-Purpose 

Room (the voting booth will close at 2:00 pm). As you are aware, the PC consists of 18 members with 6 members 

up for re-election every year. There are currently seven nominees to fill six positions. Pictures and bios of the 

nominees will be mailed to you before the elections. Please review them and make your votes count. 

 

On a separate issue, it should be noted that our General Assembly meeting on October 27th was attended by 48 

members, a record-breaking number not seen for many years. I hope this trend of increased participation contin-

ues as it can only strengthen our Community. Please note that “None of us is as smart as all of us”. 

 

Stewardship 

 

In order to be eligible to vote on December 8th, all Stewards are strongly encouraged to have 100% of their Stew-

ardship pledge fulfilled by that date. Your financial support, in addition to your time and talents, is critical to 

the survival and well-being of our Church. Thank you! 

 

Again, I will turn to Apostle Paul, who in his second letter to the Corinthians, Chapter 9 advised, “….he who 

sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully….for God loves a 

cheerful giver….” 

 

In closing, I will like to wish all our Stewards a Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New 

Year. May the peace and goodwill of the season fill your hearts and warm you homes. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Dimitris Geaneas  
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Stewardship  Update                        by Helen Antholis, Stewardship Chair 
 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 
 
December is here and our thoughts turn to sharing time and gifts with close family and friends. It gives us joy 
to see how happy our time and gifts matter to others.  
 
As you know, our beloved Kimisis is your family and friend too, in good times or bad. Your time, talents, and 
treasure matter to Kimisis. Without you, Kimisis is missing the one crucial ingredient that makes this family 
and friend available to all of us every day. May we count on you to fulfill your 2013 pledge before the end of 
the year? It will go a long way toward continuing Kimisis’ vibrant mission. Share the joy! 
 
STEWARDSHIP 2013 
 
At the October 27 General Assembly, I reported on the status of donations for 2013 to-date (84% of goal) 
and the number of new families (65) that have joined Kimisis this past year. The number of new families is at 
an all-time high in the past five years that I have been your Stewardship Chair. Welcome!  
 
I also reported about the success of the new Online Giving program we started in August. Many families 
are using their credit card or bank account debit as a convenient way to donate to Kimisis securely through 
our website www.kimisis.com at any time of day or night. Donating this way, especially the recurring option 
for weekly or monthly donations, makes it easier for Kimisis to count on a steady stream of revenue for opti-
mal operation.  
 
Thank you to Nikie Sourlis for approaching me with the idea several years ago and to Demetri Orfanitopou-
los for his assistance with the web-links and the instructions for parishioners. Also, thank you to Dimitri 
Geaneas and Tom Protentis for their support in approving the Online Giving Program at Kimisis. 
 
Renewing our commitment to Kimisis for 2014 
 
Stewardship Sunday was November 24. A brief program encouraged ongoing stewards and parishioners to 
pledge what they can for 2014. There is a new stewardship form for 2014. Please download it from the web-
site or use the form included in this issue of the KCU. Stewardship is our way of contributing to the growth 
and maintenance of our community to provide much-needed support to the faithful. The next year has many 
more programs and plans; your support is needed more than ever to see important improvements in our 
community. You may email the form to me at helenantholis@me.com or to Father George Nikas at gni-
kas@mail.com. 
 
Need a Commitment Form? 
 
Please inform us of your 2014 Stewardship Commitment in any of these ways: 

Obtain a 2014 commitment form from the Church Office, the Stewardship Bulleting Board, and the 

 Community Center lobby. 

Ask any member of the Parish Council for a 2014 Stewardship Form. 

Download a WORD document from the Church Website: www.kimisis.com in the Stewardship section 

and email it to me at helenantholis@mac.com or print it and mail it to the Church office at 20 Hillcrest 
Road, PO Box 367, Holmdel, NJ 07733-0367. 

http://www.kimisis.com
mailto:helenantholis@me.com
mailto:gnikas@mail.com
mailto:gnikas@mail.com
http://www.kimisis.com/
mailto:helenantholis@mac.com
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Election Day for Parish Council – December 8, 2013 
 

Seven stewards of Kimisis have been nominated to the Parish Council. There are six 
open positions. Your vote matters. Eligible voters received a letter describing the can-
didates. Elections take place following the Divine Liturgy up until 2pm. Voting is a 
form of stewardship. Please make the time to vote or request an absentee ballot from 
Roula Merianos. Being a member of the Parish Council is an important responsibility. 
We entrust them to make decisions on our behalf. If you any questions about the pro-
cess, please contact Roula. You will find her running the Bookstore in the Community 

L to R: Salomi Charalambous Horvath, Basil Kotsis, Tony Koulouris, Dina Mellas, Rosanna Panagakos, Parry Peters, Nikie Sourlis 

The Ladies Philoptochos Society of 

Holmdel, NJ 

Proudly Presents 

"Under the Sea" Dinner Fashion Show 

Thursday, May 8, 2014 

6:30 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 

The Gramercy at Lakeside Manor 

If you would like to make a donation or have any 

questions please feel free to contact us directly at 

Underthesea2014@gmail.com 

 

Save 

the 

Date! 



 

VOLUME 23,  ISSUE 10  K IMISIS C LOSE-U P DECEMBER  2013 

 

Go to www.kimisis.com for the KCU online 

Ladies Philoptochos Society/BAHA Chapter 1088  by Aphrodite Bucco 

O 
n October 17, the Ladies Philoptochos held its first welcome back social and members met with 

and welcomed our new parish priest, The Very Reverend Archimandrite George Nikas.  Fr. 

George gave the opening prayer and spoke about the roles and purposes of Philoptochos and is 

excited to start a new chapter at Kimisis by continuing the work cultivated over the past 30 years of his 

predecessor the beloved Father George Dounelis. 

On November 3, Fr. George bestowed the oath of office 

to the 2013 – 2014 Executive Board: 

President – Mrs. Aphrodite Bucco 

Vice President – Mrs. Mary Loizou 

Treasurer – Mrs. Harriet Callis 

Recording Secretary – Mrs. Joyce Coccaro 

Corresponding Secretary – Mrs. Cheryl Bontales 

Trustees – Mrs. Christina Garidas, Mrs. Lucy Mi-

lonas, Mrs. Martha Parlamis, Mrs. Roula 

Tsoukaris 

Upcoming Events – Save the Dates: 

Annual Christmas Party – December 8, 2013 

chaired by Trustee Lucy Milonas 

Fashion Show  “Under the Sea” – May 8, 2014 chaired by Lynne Rexines, Marianthe Koukomis 

and Susan Wassif  
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G.O.Y.A. (Greek Orthodox Youth of America) By Linda Antonakakis, Advisor 

O n November 10th our parish celebrated Youth Sunday.  It was a beautiful sight to see how many of our precious youth filled the 

church, classrooms and community center that day.  We are truly blessed at Kimisis to have so many wonderful children amongst 

us who are ambitious, spiritual and wholeheartedly dedicated to our community.  Our GOYAns enthusiastically assisted with coffee hour, 

candles, trays, altar and our raffle fundraiser that day.   

We would like to extend a warm thank you to the Antholis family for their very kind and generous donation of the two framed photographs 

of Greece that were the prizes for our raffle fundraiser.  God bless you Ernie on your artistic and photographic talents. 

The GOYA is also having its Vasilopita sale (see flyer attached).  The holidays are a wonderful time to enjoy this delicious bread. 

By: Gregory Marinos 

Francesca Nizza and Niko Plakoudas represented our church at this year’s Mr.& Miss GOYA Pageant. After two intense rounds of compe-

tition, Niko was named Mr. GOYA 2013! This is the first time in 21 years that a male representing the Holmdel community has placed first 

in this pageant. We appreciate Francesca and Niko’s devotion to our community and representation of our parish. Congratulations to both 

the Nizza and Plakoudas families!  

This holiday season, many people living in poverty have no shelter, no food and nowhere to go to enjoy their holiday. GOYA is not always 

about dances and receiving first place at Sights and Sounds.  It is about helping those in need and giving back to the community. We take 

this time each year to reflect on what we have and acknowledge those who are less fortunate.  At our Christmas party we will be collecting 

items for those families in need.    

The first two GOYA dances this year were a huge success! Our first dance, the Harvest Dance, was held is Westfield. They transformed 

their gym into a wonderful, Autumn-like environment where us GOYAns could eat, dance and socialize. Next we participated in the Fair-

view dance. Although it was a very small dance floor, we made sure there was enough room to dance all night….we were dancing in the 

aisles!  There was a huge turnout of Holmdel GOYAns at both dances and we hope to have that number grow with future events. The Exec-

utive Board would like to personally thank the advisors and chaperones who volunteered to escort us to these wonderful dances. 

Upcoming 

Events: 

Friday, De-

cember 13--

December 

Goya Meet-

ing/ Christ-

mas Party 

Friday, De-

cember 27--

Christmas 

Dance 

(Union) 
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Holmdel Troop 531 Boy Scouts/Cub Scouts       By Nausica Orthodoxou 

O 
ctober was filled with fun times. Welcome to Elias Catis who joined our Scouting Family. 

Thanks to the LaFonte and Catis families for working with Mr. E to do the planting in front 

of the church as their stewardship. The Cubs also enjoyed a hayride one Sunday after 

church all these activities were in accordance with our theme for this month “Down on the Farm-

Responsibility”.  We look forward to our new theme this month “Respect”. 

We celebrated a joint Halloween Pack Night / Court of Awards. Our 

cubs made advancement with Christian LaFonte and Elias Catis earn-

ing their Bobcat badge. The entire Troop heard about Forestburg 

and witnessed the advancements that our Scouts made at camp.  It 

was an inspiring evening topped off with games that required all the 

boys to participate and work as a team.  As you can see from the 

pictures they rose to the challenge. 

We look forward to caroling with our fellow girl scouts in December. We want to wish all our scout 

families a Very Merry Christmas and Happy and Healthy New Year. 

December: 12/4 meeting, 12/6 caroling with girl scouts, 12/18 meeting 

January: 1/8 meeting, 1/22 meeting, 1/26 pine wood derby 

February: 2/2 Scout Sunday Pancake Breakfast and Valentine Sale 

2/9 Valentine Sale & coffee hour, 2/5 meeting, 2/19 meeting, 2/21-2/23 scout camping 

March: 3/2 Blue & Gold Dinner, 3/5 meeting, 3/19 meeting 
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Girl  Scouts       By Julie Simon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas and Blessed New Year 

From the Girl Scouts 

O ur Kimisis Girl Scouts have had a wonderfully busy fall season. Our troop welcomes girls be-

tween the ages of 5-18 to join us every other Friday evening at the church for fellowship and fun. 

The girls have been busy working on their journey projects and the Juniors attended a jump start pro-

gram at the Girl Scouts Activity Center in Farmingdale.  Several of our girls are also gaining 

knowledge of our faith through the Saint George, Chi Rho and Alpha Omega religious awards with the 

assistance of their parents, leaders, Mrs. Horvath and Father George.  

On November 15th the Cadettes  visited with seniors at a local nursing home and brought them some 

cheer. On Sunday, November 17th, all the Girl Scouts hosted Coffee Hour for our fellow parishioners to 

enjoy refreshments and fellowship after liturgy.  

Our Cadettes are looking forward to earning their Legacy Tree Badge from an artist’s perspective with 

the help of Mrs. Angela Karakoglou and our Juniors are collecting Christmas presents for those in 

need. All of our scouts will join together to wrap these and other donated gifts. For those who join us as 

we reach out to others in the true spirit of Christmas, please accept our sincere thanks. Our Girl Scouts 

also combined with the Boy Scouts to bring holiday cheer to a local nursing home with Christmas carols 

in early December. In addition, our Junior girls are planning a fund raiser to assist those who have lost 

so much in the Philippines.  

Our Ambassador Girl Scouts are partnering with Neighboring agencies and volunteering in their kitch-

ens to serve the community. They 

will assist the Food bank of NJ 

which feeds thousands of people 

each week. Please remember the 

hungry when you shop for groceries 

each week; and bring a nonperisha-

ble item to church with you. There 

are Food bank collection bins in the 

church entrance foyer. Stephanie 

Favara, Irene Garidas, Cassie San-

nino and Lana Kandalaft are pic-

tured here at the kitchen of the Ka-

teri Environmental Center where 

they organized the bake sale that 

raised $500.00 for the Center at 

their annual Fall event. 

If your child is between the age of K-12 

and would like to join our wonderful or-

ganization, please feel free to contact 

Cheryl Bontales at gsusaholm@aol.com 

or Mary Ellen Cestone at mariaele-

ni5@comcast.net.  Join us and have fun, learn new skills and develop life-long friendships! 

 

mailto:gsusaholm@aol.com
mailto:mariaeleni5@comcast.net
mailto:mariaeleni5@comcast.net
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KALI  PAREA            by Connie Mellas, President 

Kali Parea of the Prime Timers 

O n November 14, thirty-eight members of our Kimisis organization and com-
munity met for social fellowship to enjoy a delicious luncheon served at The 
Restaurant at Scarborough Fair hosted by Mike & Eve Fotinos. 

Everyone had a wonderful time as we gathered with Father George Nikas, his mother 
Presbytera Nikas (Father George's father was a priest as well), and Mrs. Fotinos 
(Mike's mother). Attending and gracing our lunch were representatives of St. Deme-
trios of Perth Amboy & St. Barbara’s of Toms River. It was an afternoon filled with 
good conversation and a bountiful harvest. 

The group's next meeting is Thursday, December 5 at 11:30 to finalize plans for the Christmas Party to 
be held on Tuesday, December 10 in the All-Purpose Room. It will be a bring-a-dish (meatless) party 
that is being coordinated by Anthoula and Maria. There will also be a grab bag for those who wish to 
participate. 

Special thanks to all but especially Connie Mellas, President, Helen Certa, Vice President, and Helen An-
tholis, Consultant for chairing the event. 

New members are encouraged to join this loving and caring group. 

The Prime Timers originated in 1995 and through the years, the members, many of whom are founders 
of Kimisis, meet on the first Thursday of the month. Very active, they attend Church weekday services 
and spend social time going to different trips and lunches. 

On January 12, 2014, the “Prime Timers” will be known as the Kali Parea of Kimisis Tis Theotokou of 
Holmdel. 

This group will continue to meet and enjoy social fellowship. It is open to those stewards who are avail-
able during the day.   Come join us and improve our life-long membership. 

Thank you to all our members & friends for making the Prime Timers SUCCESSFUL. Welcome to the 
new Kali Parea !!!!!      Thank you for four years of fellowship. Good Luck to our new Kali Parea.    

Your President, 
Connie Mellas 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

December 5, 2013 meeting discussing Christmas festivities, covered dish. 

December 12, 2013 CHRISTMAS LUNCH (CONTACT MARIA & ANTHOULA) 

January 12, 2014 Induction of Kali Parea with an Artoclasia 

January 26, 2014 Kali Parea is hosting a healthy Sunday Fellowship Hour: Contact: Maria & Anthoula               
for details.    
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GREEK SCHOOL NEWS           By Katherine Gilbride 

 

Director:  Katina Hutin   Editor &  PTO President:  Katherine Gilbride 

O n Sunday, October 27th , Father George Nikas presented Fanoula Dimarhos, Gianna Foti-

nos and Michael Gilbride  of the Greek School  in front of the congregation, their certifi-

cates upon the completion of the Comprehensive Examination in Modern Greek.   

On Sunday, November  24th, we had our Bake Sale and Coffee Hour.  Thank you to all members 

who volunteered their service and donated food.  A special thank you to those who supported the 

Greek School by purchasing items from our Bake Sale, and those who took a chance on our raffle. 

 The Christmas Show will be on December 15th, 2013. We invite everyone to attend 

and to see the children recite poems and sing Christmas Carols. We will also be hosting Coffee 

Hour.  As we prepare for this day, please remember we need PTO members to volunteer 

their time.  Please come and support the Greek School.   

REMINDERS: 

Our next PTO Meeting will be on Monday, December 2nd , 2013. 

The Greek School will be CLOSED from:  Tuesday, December 24th  , 2013 through  Monday, 

January 6th , 2014.  The Greek School will reopen on Tuesday, January 7th , 2014. 
 

     

Katina Hutin, the Greek School teachers and the PTO would like to 

wish all the families Kala Xpistougenna 

kai Kali Xpovia! 
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F r. George Nikas met with the chairladies of the Kimisis College Connection of the Ladies 

Philoptochos Society on November 13 in the pastoral library. Currently in it's fourth year, the 

College Connection was created to help students stay connected to Kimisis and encourage their contin-

ued Kimisis involvement between semesters and on breaks. Additionally, it aims to help them connect 

with the closest Greek Orthodox Church if they are living away and encourages them to get involved as 

they did with Kimisis. In reviewing the list of over 60 College aged students provided by the committee, 

Fr. Nikas expressed his wishes to form a Young Adult League from this group. With the help of the 

Chairladies toward this end, the group of names easily went from 60 to 90. Father George indicated 

that he would like to see the Young Adult League coordinated by a few young adults who are recently 

graduated from college and back home, or are studying locally, and can dedicate the time to coordinat-

ing social gatherings. The Young Adult League would initially include 18 to 29 year olds from Kimisis. 

It may evolve as a central chapter to include young adults from other churches including St. Barbara's 

in Toms River and St. George in Piscataway for example, in the 18 to 35 range.  Moving forward, the 

committee decided to plan a social to be held in the all purpose room in January during winter break for 

the Kimisis young adults. If you are interested in joining this group, please contact Cheryl Bontales 

bontsc@aol.com; Mrs. Salomi Charalambou-Horvath msac2@comcast.net;  Mrs. Joanna Kotsis DASKA-

LISA@AOL.COM, or Father George Nikas at gnikas@mail.com.    On behalf of the College Connection 

Committee, we wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 2014. 

Kimisis College Connection   by Cheryl Bontales 

The Kimisis College Connection Committee 

We hope you enjoy this Greek poem 

written by Antigone Ganifas,        

mother of one of our Kimisis                  

parishioners, Julie Simon.  

For information on submitting a poem , contact the KCU at 
kcueditor@gmail.com. 
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Involving Youth in the Music of the Church 

“Whoever attunes himself and studies the meaning of sacred songs from begin-

ning to end will find himself approaching God” 

St. Gregory Palamas, 12th century 

 

As our beloved Greek Orthodox Church in America moves into the fu-

ture, many questions will be asked: 

 

What will our Divine Liturgy sound like 100 years from now? 

Who will be in the choirs? 

How much English will we be using? 

Will we have new hymns? 

 

Regardless of the answers to these questions, one concept stands true:  for American Ortho-

doxy to continue successfully into the future, we must hand the liturgical traditions, musical 

understanding and passion for our faith to our children as our forefathers handed it to us.   

 

As evidenced by the words of St. Gregory Palamas above, the heart of the Orthodox Church 

lies within its hymnology.  The great teachings of our faith can be found within the songs of 

praise that we have sung for centuries.  What better way to guide our children into living 

Christ-centered lives than through singing the hymns of the Church? 

 

The purpose of the Angel Choirs is to glorify God through song while promoting a lifetime 

love of music, through the gift of the Holy Spirit. We will strive for excellence in singing and 

understanding the rich musical heritage of the Greek Orthodox Church.  Each Sunday the 

Angel Choir will sit up in our Choir loft with Adult/GOYAN Choir and sing any part of the 

Liturgy that they know along with the Adult/GOYAN Choir and will go to Sunday School 

during communion. Some hymns will be sung by the Angel Choir alone once they have re-

hearsed them. 

 

Our choir is a member of the Eastern Federation of Greek Orthodox Church Musicians. 

Many members participate in the annual conferences and workshops. Our New Jersey dis-

trict is also very active in the annual Holy Cross Celebration in Asbury Park, a Christmas 

Concert in a different parish each year, and a Lenten Musical Offering (concert) held each 

year on the Friday before Holy Week in various parishes. These extra activities are on a vol-

unteer basis. 

All rehearsals will take place on Sundays after Liturgy for approximately ½ hours or more, if 

needed. 

Please see Marie Devino for more information or questions. 
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Kimisis Health Ministry  

 

K 
imisis Tis Theotokou now has a brokerage account with Morgan 

Stanley.  This account is available to anyone who would like to 

make a donation of stock to the church.  There are tax ad-

vantages to this type of donation.  If a stock you own has gone up in 

value during the period of time it is owned, that stock can be donated 

to the church and the current value of the stock can be taken as a 

charitable donation on your tax return.  If you were to sell the stock 

and then donate the proceeds to the church you would be required 

to pay capital gains tax on the difference between what you paid for 

the stock and how much you sell it for.  This type of donation can be 

used for your annual stewardship or any other type of donation. 

There are additional ways to make a donation to our beloved Kimisis.  

If you have any interest  or need any additional information please ask 

any member of the Parish Council. 

Brokerage Account 

H ealth Care professionals from the Kimisis Health Ministry offered their services to 
parishioners in the Community Center during coffee hour on September 22, 
2013 .  Michael Simon, MD and Cheryl Bontales, RN provided blood pressure 

screening for anyone who was interested in determining if their blood pressure was within 
normal range, followed by some good advice for healthy living. Mrs. Vanessa Karatzia 
Pyte, MA, LPG, a Licensed Professional Counselor discussed child and adolescent be-
havior and mood disorder with several of the young parents and offered a wonderful tool to help recognize 
mood fluctuation in children and adults. 
 
We will be visible during coffee hour every other month for blood pressure screening and other healthy 
advice. 
If you would like to join the Kimisis Health Ministry, please contact Cheryl Bontales, RN at 732-796-1006 
 

 

tel:732-796-1006
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Dec 1                               Martha Parlamis 

Dec  8 Christmas Party 

Dec 15                             Greek School 

Dec 22           Need Volunteers 

Dec 29          Need Volunteers 

Jan 5, 2014                    Men's Basketball 

Jan 12                              Philoptochos 

Jan 19                              Prime Timers 

Jan 26, 2014 AHEPA 

Feb 2                              Scout Sunday 

Feb 9 Boy Scouts 

Feb 16                             Advanced Dancers 

Feb 23                            Sights & Sounds Luncheon 

Mar 2                              Ballroom Dancers 

Mar 9                              Girl Scouts  

Mar 16 Intermediate Dancers 

Mar 23                            Greek School 

Mar 30                             GOYA 

Apr 6                               Beginner Dancers 

April 13                          Palm Sunday Luncheon 

April 20                          Pascha 

April 27                           Altar Boys 

May 4                              Sunday School 

May 11 Parish Council 

May  18                             AHEPA 

May 25           Need Volunteers 

June 1 GOYA 

 

2013-2014 Coffee 

Hour & Sunday 

Fundraisers 

Church supplies coffee and paper 
goods. 

Organizations please donate the fol-
lowing: 

 (3) Gallons of Juice 

 (1) Gallon of Milk 

 Children’s cookies (approx. 6 pkgs.) 

 Fruit for allergic and non-gluten in-
dividuals. 

 Adult pound cake for about 80 

 

Hosting organizations/individuals          
are responsible for cleaning up the 
kitchen. 

 

PLEASE VOLUNTEER FOR ANY                 
OPEN DATES 

Contact Harriet Callis at 732-291-5838 
if you would like to volunteer or donate 
in memory of a loved one. 
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THOMAS VASTARDIS, CPA 
 

TAX AND ACCOUNTING  

FINANCIAL CHECK-UP  

Serving The Greek Community Since 1986  

 

63 MILLTOWN ROAD  

EAST BRUNSWICK, NJ 08816  

PH: 732-238-1908  

FAX: 732 875 0459  

EMAIL: tom@tomvcpa.com  

www.vastardis.net  

1-877-UN-TAX-ME 
12/14 

  

Mary Loizou  

Sales Representative 
 

   I Live Here… 

   I Work Here… 

  I Sell Here…     

Truly your neighborhood specialist. 

 

Free Market Analysis 

Holmdel Resident for over 20 years 

Kimisis Member for over 20 years                         

            43 East Main Street, Holmdel, NJ                   

                  732.946.9400, ext. 126  

 Direct #: 908.601.4040   

12/14 

Nikolatos 

5216 Route 34 

Farmingdale, NJ  07727 

732-938-6162 

NMJ License # 01287A 

 

Wreck O Mend 

COLLISION REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

 

Family Owned and  

Operated for Over 30 Years                                                           

Lifetime Warranty 

www.wreckomendautobody.com 

Wreck O Mend 

1040 Route 33 

Freehold, NJ 07728 

732-938-4211 

NJ License 

KIMISIS CLOSE-UP ADS 



 

VOLUME 23,  ISSUE 10  K IMISIS C LOSE-U P DECEMBER  2013 

 

Go to www.kimisis.com for the KCU online 

KIMISIS CLOSE-UP ADS 

 

 

 

We are so fortunate to have the sup-

port of our advertisers to offset the ex-

pense of printing and mailing the 

Kimisis Close-up.  Please thank them 

when you can, and give them the sup-

port of your business.  Also, please 

mention that you saw their ad in the 

KCU newsletter. For information on 

advertising in the KCU, contact             

Cleo Bartos at kcueditor@gmail.com.  

 

 

ANTHONY S. LAFONTE, CRPC® 
Assistant Vice President 

Financial Advisor - Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
  

The Finan Group 
77 Broad Street 

Red Bank, NJ 07701 

732.530.3047 (Direct) 

732.475.4850 (Fax) 

 Anthony_LaFonte@ml.com 

 

Donate securely online with a credit card or 
your bank account for Stewardship and other 

Church Fund accounts. Go to 
www.kimisis.com 24/7 and click on the 
Online Giving icon to create an account. 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

Set-up Technical Support: 800.348.2886 Ext 4 

Or email: onlinegiving@osv.com   

12/14 

HARRY JOHN CONIARIS, M.D. 
F.A.A.O. 

Eye Physician and Surgeon 

Diplomate American Boards of 

Ophthalmology and Internal Medicine 

Office Hours By Appointment 

723 N. Beers Street, Suite 1-C  

Holmdel,  NJ  07733  

Phone: 732-888-3688                    Fax: 732-888-3633 

tel:732.530.3047
tel:732.475.4850
mailto:Anthony_LaFonte@ml.com
http://www.kimisis.com
mailto:onlinegiving@osv.com

